This e-mail message has been approved for distribution by Dr. Frieda K. Lacey, deputy
superintendent of schools. No hard copy will be provided.

INFORMATION

Office of Shared Accountability
MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Rockville, Maryland

October 4, 2011

MEMORANDUM

To: High School Principals

From: Adrian B. Talley, Associate Superintendent W
Subject: INFORMATION: 2010-2011 Grade 10 PSAT Participation

The purpose of this memorandum is to inform you of a business rule change that affects the
PSAT participation rate calculation. Based on input from stakeholders, including principals, the
Office of Shared Accountability (OSA) revised the formula that is used to calculate Grade 10
PSAT participation. This new business rule is being applied beginning with the 2010-2011
school year. The rationale for this rule change is that Regulation JEB-RA, Placement,
Promotion, Acceleration, and Retention of Students, was revised in 2010 to base the promotion
of Grade 10 students on credits eamned. The revised regulation may be found at
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/policy/pdf/jebra.pdf. As a result, Grade 10
repeaters who took the PSAT in the prior year but did not test the current year will be included in
the participation rate calculation.

A total of 706 students who repeated Grade 10 in 2010-2011 had PSAT scores in the prior vear.
As these students are now included in the participation rate, the revision increased the overall
participation rate. Rates from years prior to 2010-2011 are not directly comparable without
considering this rule change. Prior years’ data cannot be adjusted (reconstructed for
comparability) because the fundamental basis and rationale for the promotion decision was
different.

The attached Tables Al and A2 provide data on Grade 10 PSAT participation by school and
student group for 2010-2011. The data are reported based on the new rule. If you have
questions about the PSAT participation data, please contact Dr. Vasuki Rethinam, supervisor,
Applied Research Unit, OSA, at 301-279-3564 or via e-mail.
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ABT:vr
Attachments

Copy to:
Executive Staff
Mrs. Collins
Mrs. Green
Dr. Rethinam
Dr. Steinberg
Dr. Mugge

Approveddwlf{ DL/< ﬁ[\ﬁ W

Frieda K. Lacey, Deputy Superintendent of Schools




Attachment

Table A1
Percentage of MCPS Grade 10 Students Who
Took the PSAT in 20102011 by Cluster Group and High School

N Students® N Students Took PSAT % Students Took PSAT
High School 2011 2011 2011
All Students 11332 10457 90.7
Blake ; 526 458 87.1
Paint Branch 457 421 92.1
Sherwood 547 521 95.2
Springbrook 477 354 74.2
Churchill 515 492 95.5
Richard Montgomery 542 497 91.7
Poolesville 316 311 98.4
Rockville 306 286 93.5
Wootton 589 571 96.9
Clarksburg 458 395 86.2
Northwest 599 576 96.2
Quince Orchard 460 424 92.2
Seneca Valley 351 336 95.7
Blair 763 713 934
Einstein 382 332 86.9
Kennedy 361 318 88.1
Northwood 381 338 88.7
Bethesda-Chevy Chase 508 474 93.3
Walter Johnson 544 519 95.4
‘Wheaton 232 207 89.2
Whitman 493 465 94.3
Damascus 348 328 94.3
Gaithersburg 515 409 79.4
Magruder 445 315 70.8
Watkins Mill 417 397 95.2

Note. Results are calculated for students who were enrolled in Grade 10 on October 13, 2010, excluding students who were
enrolled in special schools, students enrolled in English for Speakers of Other Languages Levels 1 or 2, and special education
students who were eligible to take the Alt-MSA (e.g., students enrolled in learning for independence, extension, or community-
based special education programs). Students who repeated Grade 10 in 2011 and took the PSAT in the 2009-2010 school year
but did not take the PSAT in the 2010-2011 school year are included in the numerator.

*Students who took the PSAT received scores for all three subtests, namely, critical reading, math, and writing. Students who
completed at least part of a subtest received a score for that test. PSAT test takers missing scores for one or more subtests were
0.3% in Grade 10.
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